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…From our desk to yours… 

 
The scorching summer months have gone on and on….. As I write this, the 
temperature outside is a whopping 38°C! However, there is a promise that autumn 
is around the corner when you feel the now cooler morning air. 
 
Our annual, resident Woodland’s Kingfisher pair have done their duty for another 
year by raising another two chicks. These little guys have now fledged and you can 
hear them in the trees around the office pestering their parents for food. Did you 
know that these kingfisher pairs do not necessarily go to the same destination 
when they leave here on their migration? The male and female could even spend 

the winter months thousands of kilometers apart, in different countries. However, the same pair will come back to 
the same nest again next year, arriving within a day of each other. Amazing! 

 
The recent rainfall was a blessing and the flush of green really lifts one’s spirit. The bush flowers have popped 
through the softened earth somewhat confused by the late rain. The bush looks like its early spring rather than early 
autumn.  
 
The threat of malaria seems to have eased off. The residents of Hoedspruit made a concerted effort to spray all 
bodies of water in and around the town. This seems to have brought down the number of cases being reported. 
However, we recommend that members still take all the usual precautions.  

 
 
 

 
From the Board: 
 
An update: 

 
 
We have been busy, with the capable and most appreciated assistance from 
Gois Fouche, on the rates investigations and protected areas proclamation, 
including negotiations on the Nkorho security cost contributions by member 
reserves.  
 
A notice to Members with an update will be circulated soon. 
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Climate and rainfall 
 
We were fortunate to get 90mm of rain during the month 
which was followed by almost a week of cloudy weather. This 
helped in protecting the flush of grass we have now. The 
temperatures were mostly in the mid 20°C with the hottest 
day recorded peaking at 34°C. 
 
For members who are keen weather–watchers for this area, you may be interested to know that Ingwelala is now a 
weather position on the www.yr.no forecast website. So instead of looking at “Klaserie Rivier” you can type in 
“Ingwelala” for a more accurate prediction. 
 

 
Green flush after the recent rains 

 

Rivers, Dams and Waterholes 
 
The larger pans still contain some water as do all of the smaller pans and wallows after the good rains received 
earlier on in the month. 
Rooibok pan is still being pumped intermittently. House dam 
is nice and full after the good rains and is currently not being 
pumped.  
 
Game sightings at these dams are good at the moment. 
Rooibok pan remains good for sightings. 
 
Windmill pan and Tom’s pan are being rested at present.  

 
Warthog wallow   

 
                                                                                                                                    

The water situation is being monitored closely as we go into the winter months.  

 
 
 

MAX TEMP:  34 °C   MIN TEMP: 10°C 
RAINFALL: 70mm (N); 90mm (S) 
 

PLEASE USE WATER WISELY 

http://www.yr.no/
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Game Sightings 
Game viewing continues to be relatively quiet. The earlier part of the month however produced some good 
sightings. 

There was an increase in carnivore sightings. Leopards were seen 
on six occasions that we know of. They were seen at the 
clubhouse, a female with a cub was seen at Rooibok pan and a 
mating pair was also seen near Rooibok pan. 
 
 Lions were seen on four occasions during the month. A pride 
consisting of 3 cubs and 6 adults was seen at Rooibok pan.  
 

With the lack of grass on the Reserve, elephant sightings have 
dropped right off. A few bulls and small breeding herds were 
reported in the South. Larger breeding herds are seen in the north 
from time to time. 

Leopard – photo John Nicholson 

 
Hyena sightings continue to be good with numerous sightings being recorded. They have been seen drinking at the 
clubhouse as well as around member’s houses.  
 
Members are again reminded not to feed hyeana and civet. We have noticed that hyeana and civet are associating 
lights going on with food as they approach members houses once the lights go on. This is dangerous and can result 
in someone being bitten. Civets are also susceptible to rabies which makes them more dangerous.  

 
Meet Thelma, she is a Leopard tortoise that has been visiting our verandah 
for the past few years now. She seems to find her way here during the very 
hottest, very driest time of the year. The first time she came was in the 
height of the drought and when she arrived, she pushed her way into the 
darkest, relatively coolest corner of our verandah and stayed there. We 
thought she had died but on closer inspection we found her to be very 
much alive. 
We put out a bowl of water which she drank almost in one long sip. She 
then went on to drink another two bowls as we re-filled it for her. Thelma 
stayed for a few days, drinking water every day. She would wonder off out 

through the gate but would return again a few hours later. One day she disappeared and was gone....we missed her. 
 
Many months later, as we stepped onto the verandah one lunch time, there was Thelma! I was so pleased to see her 
and we were delighted that she had survived the long winter months. This time, however, she was not alone. 
Tagging on close behind her were two smaller tortoises obviously in a very amorous mood. These two young males 
followed Thelma around wherever she tried to hide. At one point we had 4 and 5 tortoises all on the verandah at 
once, sometimes coming inside if we left the door open long enough! 
 
Since then Thelma and her suitors have been regular visitors to our verandah, coming and going as they please, 
staying for however long their mysterious internal clock says they should and then they are gone again.....until next 
year. I hope Thelma makes it back again. She and I have 
become quite good friends.  
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Featured species: 
 
Leopard Tortoise 
(Stigmochelys pardalis) 

 
The Leopard tortoise, common to Ndlopfu and seen on the roads after 
rain, is the fourth largest tortoise species in the world. Adults average 
between 40 to 70 cm and can weigh between 13 and 20kg. 
 
They are found in eastern and southern Africa predominantly in the 
dryer parts of the country. They do not dig other than to lay their eggs 
and will take up shelter in abandoned aardvark and warthog burrows. 
 

The Leopard tortoise is a herbivore feeding of a variety of grasses, succulents and forbs. They will also gnaw on 
bones to supplement their calcium intake required for egg shell development. 
 
They are active during the day. 
 
The tortoises reach sexual maturity between 12 and 15 years. 5 – 30 eggs are laid in a hole with incubation 
taking 8- 15 months. Once born the hatchlings are preyed on by monitor lizards, jackals, birds and snakes. 
 
The adults are rarely eaten although lions will try to penetrate the hard shell which results in scars often seen 
on their backs. 
 
If you come across one crossing the road stop and watch it cross rather than pick it up. They keep large 
quantities of water in a reservoir under the carapace that they use to keep hydrated. When they are handled or 
stressed they will get rid of this water which is detrimental to the tortoise. This water is often thought to be 
urine. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
To find out more about this fascinating creature go to: 
 

https://www.sanbi.org/creature/leopard-tortoise 
 

 
 

Vital Statistics: 
 
Length: 300 – 400mm 
Weight:  13kg – 40kg 
Life span: can reach 100years old 
Distribution: widespread throughout 
Southern Africa 
Status: not considered threatened. 
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Security 
 
Patrols that consist of vehicle and overnight patrols continue to be successful on Ndlopfu. There were no incidences 
on Ndlopfu during the month. 
 
The incident of the poacher killed and partly eaten by lions was, despite sensational reporting across all media, 
handled professionally and with care. It is a sign of our times that false reporting and untruths are taken for fact. It is 
a lesson to all to be very cautious of running to social media with a story before all the facts are known.  Often this 
kind of sensational reporting can be detrimental to the criminal case and can compromise it. All members should 
have received the official report on the lion incident.  
 
Members are, once again, reminded to call in anything suspicious you may see or hear while out on drive. You can 
call this in at any time, day or night. Remember to call in any large gathering of vultures and/or predatory animals. 
Do not walk or drive in to a suspicious scenario.   
 

Reserve projects 
  

 We have replaced the large solar panel structures with smaller structures that contain the 
distribution boards and borehole pump controllers at Rooibok and house dams. 
 

 Road maintenance is now being carried out after the last rains. 
 

 The scrap metal at the Ndlopfu North workshop has also been removed and the area cleaned. 
 

 
 
 

Office Administration 
 

These two things were brought to member’s attention last month but need to be emphasized again this month: 
 

 The guests of members are not completing the Indemnity forms correctly. This is not always their fault as 
members sometimes leave their guests to do this without guiding them. We have found many errors and 
omissions. We are going to re-design this system again this year as the current one is not working well. In the 
meantime, please ensure that your guests fill out the form correctly and completely using a new page. Do 
not allow them to fill in their names on a used form. Thank you. 
 
 
 

 Some members are giving us shorter and shorter notice of their visits, even during the very busy times. We 
understand that sometimes visits are planned at the spur-of-the-moment. We always do our best to 
accommodate these and have managed, we believe, to do so thus far. However we hope that you will 
understand that there may come a time when we really may not be able to prep for you on less than 48hrs 
notice. 
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House Keeping 
 As always, please remember to bring old newspapers for window 

cleaning. 
 Please check cleaning groceries and leave enough stock for the 

cleaning ladies to use between visits. 
 
 
 
 
 

Member’s Forum 
Members who are keen photographers may be interested in entering the EWT 
photographic competition. Use the link below to get all the details: 

 
 

https://endangeredwildlifetrust.wordpress.com/
2018/03/03/win-a-game-drive-with-our-big-cat-
experts-this-world-wildlife-day/ 

 
 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

 
 

Lovely male leopard - photo taken by Willie du Plessis. 
 
 
 
Last word this month comes from William C. Bryant: 
 

“Autumn….the year’s last, loveliest smile.” 

    
‘til next time….. 

Please check 
and replace 
regularly: 
Brooms  
Mops  
Buckets 
Dusters 
Window cleaners 
Cleaning cloths 
 

 

 

 


